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Statement on the International War
Crimes Tribunal Decision To Indict
Slobodan Milosevic
May 27, 1999

I welcome the decision of the Inter-
national War Crimes Tribunal to indict
Slobodan Milosevic and four other senior
Serbian leaders for crimes against humanity
and war crimes. It will reassure the victims
of Belgrade’s atrocities in Kosovo, and it will
deter future war crimes by establishing that
those who give the orders will be held ac-
countable. It will make clear to the Serbian
people who is responsible for this conflict
and who is prolonging it. I call on all nations
to support the Tribunal’s decision and to co-
operate with its efforts to seek justice.

For 6 years, the United States has strongly
supported the work of the Tribunal and
urged it to pursue its investigation of war
crimes in the former Yugoslavia as far up the
chain of command as the evidence leads. The
Congress recently approved my request for
supplemental funding for the Tribunal,
which will provide $9 million for the Tribunal
trust fund, $4 million for technology that will
speed up our providing information to the
Tribunal, $10 million to interview Kosovar
refugees, and $5 million for forensic teams
to go into Kosovo once conditions there allow
the gathering of evidence.

The objectives of NATO’s military effort
remain unchanged. The Kosovar refugees
must be able to go home with security and
self-government; Serb forces must leave
Kosovo; and an international security force
with NATO at its core must deploy. We in-
tend to persist with our efforts until our ob-
jectives are achieved.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
With Respect to the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro)
May 27, 1999

On May 30, 1992, by Executive Order
12808, President Bush declared a national
emergency to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United

States constituted by the actions and policies
of the Governments of Serbia and Monte-
negro, blocking all property and interests in
property of those Governments. President
Bush took additional measures to prohibit
trade and other transactions with the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Monte-
negro) by Executive Orders 12810 and
12831, issued on June 5, 1992, and January
15, 1993, respectively. On April 25, 1993, I
issued Executive Order 12846, blocking the
property and interests in property of all com-
mercial, industrial, or public utility under-
takings or entities organized or located in the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro), and prohibiting trade-related
transactions by United States persons involv-
ing those areas of Bosnia and Herzegovina
controlled by Bosnian Serb forces and the
United Nations Protected Areas in the Re-
public of Croatia. On October 24, 1994, be-
cause of the actions and policies of the Bos-
nian Serbs, I expanded the scope of the na-
tional emergency by issuing Executive Order
12934 to block the property of the Bosnian
Serb forces and the authorities in the terri-
tory that they control within Bosnia and
Herzegovina, as well as the property of any
entity organized or located in, or controlled
by any person in, or resident in, those areas.

On December 27, 1995, I issued Presi-
dential Determination 96–7, directing the
Secretary of the Treasury, inter alia, to sus-
pend the application of sanctions imposed on
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro) pursuant to the above-ref-
erenced Executive orders and to continue to
block property previously blocked until pro-
vision is made to address claims or encum-
brances, including the claims of the other
successor states of the former Yugoslavia.
This sanctions relief, in conformity with
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1022 of November 22, 1995 (hereinafter the
‘‘Resolution’’), was an essential factor moti-
vating Serbia and Montenegro’s acceptance
of the General Framework Agreement for
Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina initialed by
the parties in Dayton on November 21, 1995,
and signed in Paris on December 14, 1995
(hereinafter the ‘‘Peace Agreement’’). The
sanctions imposed on the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) were
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accordingly suspended prospectively, effec-
tive January 16, 1996. Sanctions imposed on
the Bosnian Serb forces and authorities and
on the territory that they control within Bos-
nia and Herzegovina were subsequently sus-
pended prospectively, effective May 10,
1996, also in conformity with the Peace
Agreement and the Resolution. Sanctions
against both the Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia (Serbia and Montenegro) and the Bos-
nian Serbs were subsequently terminated by
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1074 of October 1, 1996. This termination,
however, did not end the requirement of the
Resolution that those blocked funds and as-
sets that are subject to claims and encum-
brances remain blocked, until unblocked in
accordance with applicable law. Until the sta-
tus of all remaining blocked property is re-
solved, the Peace Agreement implemented,
and the terms of the Resolution met, the na-
tional emergency declared on May 30, 1992,
as expanded in scope on October 25, 1994,
and the measures adopted pursuant thereto
to deal with that emergency must continue
beyond May 30, 1999.

On June 9, 1998, following attacks and re-
pression directed by the government in Bel-
grade against the people of Kosovo, I issued
Executive Order 13088, ‘‘Blocking Property
of the Governments of the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro), the
Republic of Serbia, and the Republic of
Montenegro, and Prohibiting New Invest-
ment in the Republic of Serbia in Response
to the Situation in Kosovo.’’ Since then, the
government of President Milosevic has re-
jected the international community’s efforts
to find a peaceful settlement for the crisis
in Kosovo and has launched a massive cam-
paign of ethnic cleansing that has displaced
a large percentage of the population and
been accompanied by an increasing number
of atrocities. In light of President Milosevic’s
brutal assault against the people of Kosovo,
his complete disregard for the requirements
of the international community and the
threat his actions pose to regional peace and
stability, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to maintain in force these emergency
authorities beyond June 9, 1999.

Therefore, in accordance with section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50

U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the national
emergency declared on May 30, 1992, as ex-
panded on October 24, 1994, and the na-
tional emergency declared on June 9, 1998,
with respect to the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro). This
notice shall be published in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmitted to the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 27, 1999.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:46 p.m., May 27, 1999]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on May 28.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Notice on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro)
May 27, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro) is to continue in effect beyond May
30, 1999, and the emergency declared with
respect to the situation in Kosovo is to con-
tinue in effect beyond June 9, 1999.

On December 27, 1995, I issued Presi-
dential Determination 96–7, directing the
Secretary of the Treasury, inter alia, to sus-
pend the application of sanctions imposed on
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro) and to continue to block
property previously blocked until provision
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